Oct. 23.]           JBoswell's letter to Garrick.
but a drop, which I begged leave to pour into my glass, that I might say we had drunk whisky together. I proposed Mrs. Thrale should be our toast. He would not have her drunk in whisky, but rather 'some insular lady;' so we drank one of the ladies whom we had lately left. He owned to-night, that he got as good a room and bed as at an English inn.
I had here the pleasure of finding a letter from, home, which relieved me from the anxiety I had suffered, 'in consequence of not having received any account of my family for many weeks. I also found a letter from Mr. Garrick, which was a regale' as agreeable as a pine-apple would be in a desert5. He had favoured me with his correspondence for many years; and when Dr. Johnson and I were at Inverness, I had written to him as follows:—
' Inverness,
'Sunday, 29 August, 1773. 'My DEAR SIR,
' Here I am, and Mr. Samuel Johnson actually with me. We were a night at Fores, in coming to which, in the dusk of the evening, we passed over the bleak and blasted heath where Macbeth met the witches0. Your old preceptor' repeated, with much solemnity, the speech—
"How far is't called to Fores?   What are these, So withor'd and so wild in their attire," &c.
quiring, nor do I wish to improve the art of making poison pleasant.' Johnson's Works, ix. 52. Smollett, medical man though he was, looked upon whisky as anything but poison. ' I am told that it is given with great success to infants, as a cordial in the confluent smallpox.' Humphry Clinker. Letter of Sept. 3.
1 Regale in this sense is not in Johnson's Dictionary. It was, however, a favourite word at this time. Thus, Mrs. Piozzi, in her_/«/;--ney through France, ii. 297, says:—'A large dish of hot chocolate thickened with bread and cream is a common afternoon's regale here.' Miss Burney often uses the word.                                                                             ->,,
3 Boswell, in answering Garrick'S letter seven months later, im-                                      ; _a
proved on this comparison.   ' It was,' he writes, ' a pine-apple of the                                      • '   \
finest flavour, which had a high zest indeed among the heath-covered mountains of Scotia.' Garrick Carres, i. 621.
3 Sec ante, p. 131.                                              4 See ante, i. 112.
Thisch Lochbuy had some years before taken
